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nize this statement of the case, others did not care to, so

the statement stands. Just so now somebody suggests that

railroads are not fairly dealt with in our courts, and a dozen

defenders speak at once, denying the charge and charg-

ing the accuser with all sorts of crimes. Our corporation

law is perfect, they say, the administration of justice in

North Carolina is above suspicion, every judge as pure as

the driven snow and juries proverbially fair to corpora-

tions. Settled. Who disputes it ? Contingent- fee lawyers,

or their clients? Certainly not, for obvious reasons; dis-

interested persons ? Why should they ? We natually wish

the impression to prevail that is most creditable to us as a

community. Railroad offi :ers ? Not one of them has ever

been known to tell the truth even once ! The beneficiaries

of incorrect statements and false impressions do not, as a

rule, furnish corrections. Upon the principle that no

well-dressed, sweet smelling gentleman wants the job of

uncorking a stink-bottle, we do not go out of our way to

uncover the truth, when we fear the truth may shame us,

therefore the great body of our honest citizens are silent

on this subject. Railroad officers and employes are practi-

cally powerless because juries have been taught by dema-

gogues that these people cannot be believed even under

oath. That last statement seems extreme, you say. L,et

us see if it cannot be proven. As between a locomotive

on its own rails, and a cow on the locomotives rails, the

law gives the right of way to the locomotive. That is

hard to believe, but I am told it is true. If every possi-

ble precaution is taken by the crew to avert collision

between locomotive and cow I understand that the law

holds the railroad company blameless. Ever since rail-

roads began, engineers and firemen and brakemen and con-

ductors have been swearing that all precautions were taken

and every effort made to stop the train. With this evidence

before them, corroborated by the well-known fact that

cattle on its rails are almost as dangerous as cross-ties on

the rails, North Carolina juries, with unfailing regular-


